Potential questions for 2024 AQA GCSE exams
Note: most exam questions come with a Figure (e.g., graphs, maps, photographs etc) that you should use to help your answer. The questions below do not include any Figures so be sure to practice using Figures with other revision materials.

The challenge of natural hazards:
· Define the term “natural hazard”. (1 mark)
· Explain two factors that affect hazard risk. (4 marks)
· “Primary effects of tectonic hazards are more significant than secondary effects.” Do you agree? Use one or more examples to explain your answer. (9 marks + 3 SPaG)
· Define the term “weather”. (1 mark)
· Defines the term “climate”. (1 mark)
· Explain how climate change might affect the distribution and intensity of tropical storms in the future. (4 marks)
· Using a named example, discuss the primary and secondary effects of a tropical storm. (6 marks)
· Outline one reason why the impacts of earthquakes in different places can vary. (3 marks)
· Suggest how plate movements cause tectonic hazards at a constructive plate margin. (6 marks)
· List two different types of weather hazard that are faced by the UK. (2 marks)
· Explain how the enhanced greenhouse effect (human caused) can cause climate change. (2 marks)
· Explain the immediate and long-term responses to tropical storms. (6 marks)
· Describe and explain the global distribution of earthquakes and volcanoes. (3 marks)
· Explain the structure and formation of tropical storms. (6 marks)
· Explain how the global atmospheric circulation model influences climate for locations in the tropics (specifically tropical rainforests and hot deserts). (6 marks)
· Using a named example, outline the causes of a weather event in the UK that you have studied. (2 marks)
· Describe and explain the global distribution of tropical storms. (3 marks)
· Explain the immediate and long-term responses to a tectonic hazard that you have studied. (6 marks)
· Using an example of a weather event in the UK that you have studied, evaluate different strategies used to reduce the impacts of the event. (6 marks)
· Suggest how climate change may have effects on the environment. (4 marks)
· Outline one strategy which aims to reduce the impact of the effects of climate change (adaptation). (4 marks)
· State two extreme weather events that we experience in the UK. (2 marks)
· Using an example of an extreme weather event in the UK, Explain the social and economic impacts of the event. (6 marks)

The living world: (hot deserts option)
· Describe the physical characteristics of a tropical rainforest environment. (3 marks)
· Outline one reason for the distribution of tundra ecosystems (2 marks)
· Outlie the impact of deforestation on the amount of biomass in a tropical rainforest. (1 mark)
· Explain what is meant the “the balance between components in an ecosystem.” (2 marks)
· Describe the distribution of tundra ecosystems globally. (2 marks)
· Using an example of an animal in a tropical rainforest you have studied; assess the adaptations they have to living in this ecosystem. (6 marks)
· Outline the impact of deforestation on the level of biodiversity in a tropical rainforest. (2 marks)
· Outline one reason for the high levels of biodiversity found in tropical rainforests. (1 mark)
· Outline one reason for the distribution of hot desert ecosystems. (2 marks)
· Using the Figure (climate graph) … Describe the climate of a hot desert ecosystem. (3 marks)
· Using an example of a tropical rainforest you have studied, explain how development in a tropical rainforest creates economic advantages but at a cost to the environment. (6 marks)
· Using a case study, assess the causes of desertification on the fringe of a hot desert. (9 marks)
· Explain the importance of tropical rainforests for both people and the environment. (6 marks)
· Using a case study, evaluate the effectiveness of appropriate technology in reducing the risks of desertification. (9 marks) 
· “Removal of fuel wood is the most significant cause of desertification in hot deserts.” To what extent do you agree with this statement? (9 marks)
· To what extent do extreme environments create challenges that limit development in these areas? Use a case study of a hot desert environment or cold environment you have studied. (9 marks)
· Using an example of a hot desert environment or a cold environment that you have studied, explain how plants and animals adapt to the physical conditions. (6 marks)
· Using an example of a hot desert environment or a cold environment that you have studied, explain how this environment is under threat. (4 marks)
· Explain how climate change and population growth are both factors that increase the risk of desertification on the fringe of deserts. (4 marks)
· For a hot desert environment you have studied, assess the importance of management strategies used to reduce the risk of environmental damage. (9 marks)

Physical landscapes in the UK: (rivers and coasts only)
· State one way that rivers erode material. (1 mark)
· List two characteristics of lowland areas in the UK. (2 marks)
· Describe the location of major upland areas in the UK. (2 marks)
· Identify two differences between constructive and destructive waves. (2 marks)
· Suggest why some coastal areas experience more deposition than others. (3 marks)
· Suggest two reasons why some coastal areas need more coastal protection than others. (4 marks)
· Explain how sand dunes form in coastal areas. (6 marks)
· Explain how human factors can affect flood risk. (4 marks)
· Explain how wave cut platforms form along the coast as a result of erosion. (4 marks)
· Explain the process of longshore drift. (4 marks)
· Discuss the costs and benefits of soft engineering strategies for coastal management. (6 marks)
· Evaluate the effectiveness of coastal re-alignment in reducing coastal erosion and flooding. (6 marks)
· Using an example you have studied, explain the formation of major landforms of erosion found there. (6 marks)
· Using an example you have studied, explain the formation of major landforms of deposition found there. (6 marks)
· Explain why rivers deposit sediment in some places and not others. (3 marks)
· Explain the formation of interlocking spurs. (4 marks)
· Explain the formation of a floodplain. (4 marks)
· Explain the formation of an estuary. (4 marks)
· “Physical factors are the biggest reason why rivers flood.” To what extent do you agree with this statement? (6 marks)
· Explain how soft engineering strategies including flood warnings and planting trees reduce the impacts of flood events. (6 marks)
· Evaluate the effectiveness of managed retreat in protecting the coastline from physical processes. (6 marks)
· 

Urban issues and challenges:
· Using an example of a major city in a LIC/ NEE that you have studied, explain the national and international importance of the city. (4 marks)
· Using an example of a major city in a LIC/ NEE that you have studied, assess the economic opportunities urban growth has brought. (6 marks)
· Using an example of a major city in a LIC/ NEE that you have studied, assess the challenges that urban growth has brought. (6 marks)
· Explain how access to services and access to resources can create social opportunities in urban areas in LIC/ NEE countries. (4 marks)
· Outline one advantage of water conservation in urban areas. (2 marks)
· Outline one advantage of energy conservation in urban areas. (2 marks)
· Explain how water conservation and energy conservation are examples of urban sustainability. (4 marks)
· Using an example of a major city in a LIC/ NEE that you have studied, to what extent has urban planning improved the quality of life for the urban poor?
· Using an example of an urban regeneration project in a HIC you have studied, explain why the project was needed for the area. (6 marks)
· Explain why waste conservation and recycling are examples of urban sustainability. (4 marks)

The changing economic world:
· Suggest a limitation of using GNI to measure development. (2 marks)
· Suggest how life expectancy and literacy rates can be used to measure and compare development levels between countries. (4 marks)
· “Tourism is the most effective strategy to help close the development gap.” To what extent do you agree with this statement? (6 marks)
· “Haiti is in stage 2 of the Demographic Transition Model (DTM) and is a less developed country.” Explain this statement. (3 marks)
· Using an example of a LIC/ NEE country you have studied, explain two reasons for their changing industrial structure as they have become more developed. (6 marks)
· Explain the regional and global importance of a named LIC/NEE country that you have studied. (4 marks)
· Explain the impact of a growing manufacturing industry of a named LIC/ NEE country that you have studied. (4 marks)
· Define the term TNC. (1 mark)
· “The positive economic impacts of economic development in LIC/ NEE countries outweigh the negative environmental impacts.” To what extent do you agree? Use a case study of a LIC/ NEE country that you have studied. (6 marks)
· The UK economy has shown decline in manufacturing and growth in tertiary industries. Identify two tertiary industries common in the UK today. (2 marks) 
· Explain how the growth of tertiary and quaternary industries has changed the UK’s economy. (4 marks)
· Using an example of a LIC/ NEE you have studied, Explain how one country’s trading relationships with the wider world has changed. (4 marks)
· Explain how the development of IT and the growth of business parks provides evidence that the UK is a post-industrial economy. (4 marks)
· Explain the impacts of industry on the physical environment in the UK. (6 marks)
· Explain how modern industrial developments can be designed to be more sustainable. Use an example of a modern industrial development in the UK you have studied. (6 marks)
· Explain what is meant by the north-south divide in the UK. (2 marks)
· Evaluate the success of likely success of one or more strategies to resolve regional differences in the UK. (9 marks)

The challenge of resource management: (including the water option only)
· Suggest how access to a sustainable energy supply may cause differences in levels of well-being between countries. (2 marks)
· Suggest how a poor energy supply may affect social well-being. (3 marks)
· Describe the global inequalities in the supply and consumption of food. (3 marks)
· Describe the global inequalities in the supply and consumption of energy. (3 marks)
· Explain two reasons why many countries are looking to produce more food from local sources, rather than import. (6 marks)
· Discuss the challenges of managing water quality and pollution in the UK. (6 marks)
· “Organic farming is a better solution for the UK’s future food demand than commercial farming.” To what extent do you agree with this statement? (6 marks)
· Explain how economic development and growing population numbers are both reasons for increasing global water consumption. (4 marks)
· Evaluate strategies of diverting supplies and increasing storage to increase water supply. (6 marks)
· Suggest why levels of food consumption in a country might change over time. (3 marks)
· Using an example of a large-scale water transfer scheme you have studied, evaluate the effectiveness of the scheme. (6 marks)
· Evaluate the effectiveness of a water management scheme on a local scale in increasing water supplies. (6 marks)
· Outline one way in which economic development leads to increased water consumption. (2 marks)
· “Climate is the most important factor that affects water availability in a country.” To what extent do you agree with this statement? (6 marks)
· Explain how geology and limited infrastructure are factors that affect water availability. (4 marks)
· 
